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Rail Accidents and Fatalities
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Railroad Accident/Incident Reporting System (RAIRS)

Abstract Corresponding Printed Source

RAIRS contains four data bases: rail equipment, Rail Highway Grade-Crossing Accident/Incident
injury/illness, grade-crossing accidents, and and Inventory Bulletin
railroad summary (freight and passenger).  These
data bases include information on all railroad Accident/Incident Bulletin
accidents, grade-crossing accidents, railroad
employee casualties, and any other injuries on
railroad property.  These data bases provide the
basis for accident analyses and assessment as well
as annual reports.

Source of Data

Railroads.

Attributes

Geographic Coverage of Data: U.S. totals Price $35/tape, non-government agencies.  No
Time Span of Data Source: 1976-present charge to government, railroad, or railroad labor
First Developed: 1975 requesters.
Update Frequency: Monthly
File Format: Sequential Internet: gopher.dot.gov/1/fra/safety
Media: 9-Track Tape, Diskette, Printed Source,
Internet

Sponsoring Organization

U.S. Department of Transportation/Federal
Railroad Administration, Systems Support
Division

Availability

Data file:  DOT/FRA, Systems Support Division,
RRS-22, 400 7th Street, SW, Washington, DC
20590; (202) 366-2760; Fax: (202) 366-7592.

Contact for Additional Information

Robert Finkelstein, Chief
DOT/FRA, RRS-22
(202) 366-2760, Fax: (202) 366-7592
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Number of Rail Accidents and Fatalities, 1995*

State accidents** fatalities** accidents *** fatalities***
Railroad Railroad grade crossing grade crossing

Rail-highway Rail-highway

Alabama . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 0 166 16
Alaska . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 0 3 0
Arizona . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 0 30 2
Arkansas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27 0 137 22
California . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 49 1 154 21
Colorado . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29 0 51 11
Connecticut . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 0 3 1
Delaware . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 0 2 0
Florida . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 0 78 22
Georgia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16 0 137 16
Hawaii . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 0 0 0
Idaho . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21 0 28 7
Illinois . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 83 3 226 34
Indiana . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24 0 242 29
Iowa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53 0 95 9
Kansas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37 0 83 15
Kentucky . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17 0 93 7
Louisiana . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31 0 193 26
Maine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 0 6 0
Maryland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 0 10 0
Massachusetts . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 0 10 1
Michigan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 0 116 5
Minnesota . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48 0 116 18
Mississippi . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44 0 145 31
Missouri . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43 2 112 22
Montana . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24 0 14 4
Nebraska . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53 0 73 7
Nevada . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 1 7 4
New Hampshire . . . . . . . . . . . 2 0 5 0
New Jersey . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 0 13 2
New Mexico . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 1 16 5
New York . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44 0 46 9
North Carolina . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 0 121 11
North Dakota . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28 0 34 7
Ohio . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43 0 215 36
Oklahoma . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30 0 103 15
Oregon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17 0 30 12
Pennsylvania . . . . . . . . . . . . . 46 0 67 10
Rhode Island . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 0 1 0
South Carolina . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 0 102 6
South Dakota . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35 0 33 4
Tennessee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 0 89 11
Texas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 111 1 407 55
Utah . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 0 24 7
Vermont . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 0 4 0
Virginia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21 0 56 6
Washington . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35 0 65 3
West Virginia . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16 0 31 1
Wisconsin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41 1 111 13
Wyoming . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35 1 11 0

U.S. Total 1,272 11 3,914 543

* Includes only accidents/incidents involving freight trains or mixed freight  and passenger trains.
** Includes only collisions, derailments, or other events involving the operation of railroad on-track equipment resulting in
damages that exceed $6,300.
*** Includes any highway-rail collision regardless of severity .
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal Railroad Administration,  Railroad Accident/Incident Reporting
System (RAIRS) (Washington, DC: 1996).


